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AUTOGRAPHS OF SIR GEORGE YEARDLEY, 

Governor of Virginia. 

From Letters at Magdalene College, Cambridge. 
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THE FERRAR PAPERS 
At Magdalene College, Cambridge. 



Communicated by Michael Lloyd Ferrar, Little Gidding, 
Ealing, Eng. 



(CONTINUED) 

Sir George Yeardley: John Pory: 1619. 

Of all the remarkable men who were prominently connected 
with the early government of Virginia in the reign of James I, 
none was more remarkable than Sir George Yeardley, who died, 
when Governor for the second time, in November, 1627. In 
his younger days, a Soldier by profession, he had, like his con- 
temporaries in the Virginia government, Sir Thomas Gates and 
Sir Thomas Dale, fought with distinction in the Low Countries. 
In 1609 he accompanied as Commandant of his body guard 
Lieut. Gen 1 Sir Thomas Gates in the Ship Sea Adventure, one 
of the fleet under Sir George Somers, with settlers and a maga- 
zine — i. e. , supplies — for Virginia. Three of the ships were 
wrecked on the Bermudas in the Storm which gave Shakespear 
the basis of his l Tempest, ' ' and for ten months the ship- wrecked 
crews and passengers were detained on the island. In that in- 
terval Lady Gates died. In June, 1610, the survivors having 
succeeded in constructing two sea-worthy crafts, embarked and 
safely arrived in Virginia. Captain Yeardley remained then for 
some years in the Colony, till, having returned to England, he 
was in 1616 appointed successor to Sir Thomas Gates as Dep. 
Gov r . In 1 61 9 he was appointed Gov r in succession to Lord de 
la Warr, who had died on his voyage out from England. He 
was appointed for three years by the London Company then in 
the first year of its new Charter under Sir Edwin Sandis, Treas- 
urer, and John Ferrar, Deputy, and he was knighted by the 
King. In 162 1 he was superseded, at his own request, by Sir 
Francis Wyatt, but he remained in the Government as Member 
of the Council. In 1625, after King James had quashed the 
London Charter, Sir George was sent home in connection with 
a possible new charter. Before he arrived the King had died. 
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In the following year King Charles appointed him Governor, 
and he returned to Virginia, where he died in Nov r , 1627. 

His governorship saw the beginning of the Tobacco cultivation 
in Virginia, as well as the beginning of the form of Government, 
which has developed into the present Constitution of the United 
States of America. Arriving as Gov r on April 19th, 1619, on 
July 30th he convened the first Legislative Assembly of the Col- 
ony. He had various estates bestowed on him on the James 
River, one, the Flower dieu Hundred, having been sold by him 
in 1626 to Abraham Piersey (a photo, copy of a letter from whom 
to Sir Edward Sandys will follow), and is now owned by the 
Willcox family. Another, Wyanoke, is in possession of the 
Douthat family. He was buried in Jamestown on Nov r 13th, 
1627, and the site of his grave is unnkown. [It is believed that 
the recently discovered tomb in the church, which formerly bore 
a brass of a knight in armor, is Yeardley's.] 

I append verbatim et literatim copies of two holograph letters 
of his to Sir Edwin Sandys, with photographic reproductions of 
the concluding pages of each, as specimens of his handwriting 
and signature. The originals are on full foolscap-size, and were 
written before Sir George gave over the Governorship to Sir 
Francis Wyatt on Nov r 18th, 1621. Addressed to Sir Edwin 
Sandys, who had by that time retired from the London Treas- 
urership, succeeded by Earl of Southampton, John Ferrar being 
still Deputy and the intimate and confidential friend of Sir 
Edwin, who appears to have made over all such letters to him; 
not, of course, as Official letters, but as bearing — privately — on 
Virginia affairs. 

In the earlier of these two letters, May 16th, 1621, he speaks 
of his possible successor, not yet selected; and he mentions sev- 
eral persons — Capt n Nuce, Capt a Weldon, Capt D Thorpe — let- 
ters from whom are among the Ferrar Papers. The "Most 
Hon b,e Lorde " is, of course, the Earl of Southampton, the 
Treasurer. Sir George, a most liberal, amiable, and popular 
Governor, had his enemies, as all great men have; vide his re- 
mark as to " undermyning Machevill villaynes " and "false 
slanderous reports." That his office was no sinecure, and that 
he had good reason for writing to be relieved of it is clear. 
"Although," he writes, "it hath pleased god to lay many 
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Crosses and afflictions of this business w ch I know you desire soe 
much to see prosper" ; and again, " That my most Hon b,e Lorde 
doth still to conceave well of me, doth yet in the midst of all 
these Crosses anew revive me," &c, &c. 

The second letter is of June 27, 1621: letter and envelope in 
one in the then usual way: red wax armorial seal: endorsed, 
like the first one, by John Ferrar on receiving it from Sir Edwin. 

In it he has " heard with great Joy and singular contentment 
* * * * f the election of my worthy successor," and 
hopes "that this gentleman, together with your right worthy 
brother, may Safely arrive here." This brother was George 
Sandys, who was going out as local Treasurer, and who is nota- 
ble for his scholarly metrical translation of Ovid's Metamorphoses 
(of which I possess a contemporary edition), partly written on 
the banks of the James River. There are also mentioned in 
this letter Captain Nuce and M r (Peter) Arondell, a letter from 
whom is among these papers; and Captain Smyth, no doubt the 
famous John Smith, of Pocahontas memory. 

With Yeardly there went out his wife's cousin — german John 
Pory — as Secretary to the local Government, the first Secretary 
appointed by the London Company, previous Secretaries having 
been appointed on the spot. Born in 1570, and a Master of 
Arts of Cambridge (Caius College), he early took an interest 
in the new Colony; so early, at least, as 1606, and he was also 
a Member of the English House of Commons, as both the Ferrar 
Deputies were at one time. He sailed, with Sir George, on 
The George \ arriving in Virginia in April, 1619, and at once 
took up vigorously the development of what was then the New 
Dominion. I append a verbatim et literatim copy of one of 
his early letters from James City to Sir Edwin, the newly ap- 
pointed Head of the London Company, dated June 14, 1619. 
It covers one page of a sheet of Foolscap, and I attach a half- 
size photographic representation of it, the letter being Holo- 
graphic. It was sent to England by the George on her return 
journey. 

We see in it his anxiety to promote the silk industry, in which 
thirty and forty years later, at Little Gidding, long after he had 
separated himself officially from the Colony, Deputy John Ferrar, 
and his remarkable daughter, Virginia (born in 1625 and named 
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after the Colony), took such an active interest. It will be no- 
ticed that voyagers on board the ship were distinguished as 
"Colony men and passengers," and that there was a difficulty 
as to who should pay the "passages" of the latter. 

Of these two remarkable men much will be found in the inter- 
esting books of Mr. Alexander Brown, Mr. Tyler, and the late Mr. 
John Fiske, mentioned in a previous article. But such informa- 
tion would be based on public records, which do not always 
show the inner life of the man. That can only be discovered 
from his private and un-official correspondence. As a help to- 
wards this, I think these letters should prove useful; and for 
such of the Society's members as can discover men's characters 
from their Hand-writing, the photographic reproductions — half- 
size, but perfectly clear — should be not without interest. 

25 xi, 1902. M. Ll. Ferrar. 



First Letter. 
Noble Sir: 

by you r Last with the Margaret and John I have receaved ex- 
ceeding great content unto my mynde, perceiving thereby how 
that you are pleased still to continew my constant and faythfull 
ffreind, notwithstanding the very many opositions of my eny- 
mies, and that therein you have also bine pleased to suffer much 
for my sake, as I playnly see, ffor w lb your Love as allso for all 
other your Noble Favors shewed me in all my occassions, I am 
not able in words to expesse my trew thankfullnes, but wil rather 
endeavor by god's grace and assistance, to p'forme yf possible I 
may, some service acceptable, and worthy the requitall of soe 
Noble a Freind as I both doe and shall ever esteeme your selfe 
to be, and withall I humbly beseech you not to suffer any either 
false, slanderous reports or undermyning Machevill villaynes, 
either fro hence by wryghting or at home by malitious reporting 
to your eares any thing w ck may seeme distastfull, to beget in 
you any ill opinion of me who am and shall ever desire to be a 
faythfull servant unto your selfe, And allthough it hath pleased 
god to lay many Crosses and afflictions of this buisines w ch I 
know you desire soe much to see p'sper, yet I doubt not but 
that in dew tyme we may with god's helpe recover whatsoever 



THE FERFAR PAPERS. 287 

by that meanes we have lost, and soe I rest upon your p'mise 
in your Letter. The great content and beniffitt w ch I have by 
the meanes of the Company of these two worthy gen\ Cap* 
Thorpe and Cap 1 Nuce, doth noe less envite me, then you have 
trusted, to give most harty thanks both to your selfe and to all 
those who were assistant to the sending of them, your Loving 
P'mise of taking care to p'vide me such a sucssesor as may be 
equall to these in the ranke of his place, I must acknowlege 
therein your singular Love to me, but for my part as formerly I 
have desired soe I wish still that one of these (who either of 
them wii wel deserve it) may have the place, being men all ready 
espetialiy for the one wel seasoned to the Country. 

That my most Hon b,e Lorde doth please still to conceave well 
of me, doth yet in the midst of all these Crosses anew revive me, 
and doth me thinks kindell and quicken anew my desire and 
corage to enterprise some what that may be acceptable, wherein 
I beseech almighty god to assist me, what in my letters I wrott 
that myght give less satisfaction then was expected sure I am, 
I was enforced soe to doe, and shall ever desire to wright and 
speak the truth, the w oh I know in the end, when you find it to be 
soe, you will aprove of, yett wil I strive by my actions to ad to 
that satisfaction. I must allso retorne most gratefull thanks unto 
my flfreinds who, acording to request, have resolved not to em 
portune me any longer to hould my place of Governor, to heare 
of the Choyse of my sucssessor wil be most welcome newes unto 
me, that order of the Company for an acount of the pececding 
of the Goverment and plantation I shall be obedient unto, and 
have yet hope before my full tyme be expired to heare of some 
thing worth the setting doune, and for this your seasonable 
warning doe rest thankfull to you; I have saluted the gen 1 in 
your letter named, except Cap 1 Blewet, and M r Weldon, Francis 
Newman before the receipt of your Letter, as you shall under- 
stand by the answer of the petition, I receaved fro you concern- 
ing him, dyed at Henriko, Cap 1 Nuce having letters fro his 
flfreinds concerning the buisines; I have caused both the servants 
and theire p' visions to be delivered into his possession, who 
promiseth both to be carefull of them and to give account to his 
flfreinds of the sucses thereof, For other matters it will be need- 
less for me to writt unto you, by these seeing you shall under- 
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stand of all things at full by the genera" dispatch, w ch I hope wil 
give you some satisfaction of most things, for this tyme; there- 
fore I shall cease to troble you any further, humbling, beseech- 
ing Allmyghty god to give you Long Lyfe and hapines, with 
health to the good of this Noble plantation, and soe with myne 
and my wyfe's best service both to yourselfe and your good 
Lady, I humbly take my leave of you, and wil ever rest, 
ready to be comanded by you, 

George Yeardley. 

James Cyty, this 16 th May, 162 1. 

From S r George Yeardley, the 16 of May, 1621, by M. B. N. 

Second Letter. 
Noble Sir: 

though your most weyghty and important affayres, would not 
p'mitt you to wryght otherwise then in breife by this Shyp, the 
Abigail, yett to my great Joy and singular contentment, I have 
heard both fro the Company and by some others of my very good 
rTreinds of the election of my worthy Sucsesor, wherein I doe 
both proave your loving care of me, and how much I am bound 
to your selfe, to whome as for all other your most Noble Favors, 
soe for this Last I doe and shall ever acknowlege my selfe bound, 
and made yours to do you service even to the spending of my 
Lyfe, your freindly advertisement and therein your P'rmise you 
have most faythfully kept, I beseech the Allmighty to give me 
the grace, that I may in all things doe the same to you, and 
that this gentelman, together with your ryght worthy brother 
may safely arive here; in dew tyme I shall dayly pray to god, 
and shall be always ready to serve them with the best of my 
service, and shall never thinke that I have sufficiently requited 
your great Love at all tymes shewed me; but what doe I using 
words, being therein not skilfull, but rather refer my whole tyme 
to endevor by my actions to testify the affections of my harte, 
and after p'senting of my humble thankes to goe on to doe your 
request concerning M r . Roe and Madame Roe, his wife, shall be 
a comand to make me for your sake to doe even what possible 
I can or may in affording them my best helpe and furtherance, 
whereof I doubt not but you shall shortly to your content un- 
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derstand, M r Arondell I have commended to Cap* Nuce, and 
have desired him that he will at all tymes certify me what pleas- 
ure or favor I may doe him for your sake. M r Lapworth, I 
trust, will deserve your comendations, how he is disposed of you 
shall understand by the letter to the Generall company, as allso 
how Cap 1 Smyth is seated, both whom I will doe my best to 
further in what I may; I shall not neede to certifye you of any 
p'ticulars at this tyme, since I have written at Large both to the 
generall company and to the Society of Southampton hundreth, 
as well as now by the Margaret and John as formerly by other 
Shyps, w oh I hope are come to theire hands, and doe now like- 
wise agayne send copies thereof; I must therefore beseech you 
that I may refer you to those, wherein, although you doe not 
receave such satisfaction as I know you have expected and my 
own harte hath desired, yet I humbly entreat you to consider 
ffavorably and Charitably of all matters, wherein you shall doe 
me ryght, and as I know you wil, p'ceave the hand of man hath 
not in many things bine able to p'vail, but nevertheless I doubt 
nothing but that god will be mercifull to the remnant, and give 
such blessing to the p'ceed of our labors that we shall in the end 
reape yet a Joyfull harvest, w ch I beseech him for his gloryes 
sake to grant; God comending both you and yours with all your 
vertuous p'ceedingsto him who is best able to p* serve you, with 
the Integrity and Zeale of your harte, w ch you exercise to his 
glory in this Action, 

I rest, ready to be at all tymes commanded by you, 

George Yeardley. 
James City, this 27th of June, 162 1. 

To my hon ble friend, Sir Edwin Sandys, knight, one of his 
Ma UM Counsil for Virginia, at London. 



John Pory to Sir Edwin Sandys. 

Hon ble Knight: 

Untill the last moment for sending away, I had forgotten to 
write you a list of their names, both Colony men & passengers, 
that came in the Bona nova, whereby it appeareth there want 
three Colony men of the number of an hundred. Nor doth it 
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appear whether the passages of all the rest that in the same note 
go under the name of Passengers be payed for, or freely given 
by the Company. Captain Welden saith, the Company gave 
him passage for twoe, Thomas Smyth and Edward Kerby, gen- 
tlemen, w c * the Govern" will not accept of, as a warrant sufficient 
to save him harmeless w lb out certificat from the Company, w oh 
two, together w lh Adams, that goes under the name of M r Whit- 
aker's man, the Govern' will not lett passe for England; nor yet 
M r Hansbie's man, in pledge of George Eden, that by your 
order is to go for Smyth's hundred, till such time as he receive 
other order from the Company, or untill there come three others, 
in their roome. Of Vignerons*, of those that have skill in breed- 
ing silkworms, and such (to be found in the lowe countries, es- 
pecially about Cambray & Landreckis), as know how to handle 
and dresse flaxe for the managing of our silke grasse. 

If the company will not have most of their ships continually 
to returne home empty, there would be good numbers sought 
out and sent. Because the boat stayes, I must abruptly take 
my leave. Dieu vous guarde de mal Monsieur. 

Votre tres humble & tres affectione* — Serviteur, 

Jo: Pory. 

James City, Jan. 14, 1619. 

[Endorsed in John Ferrar's handwriting]: M r John Pory, from 
Virginia, to . By the George, 14 Jan., 1619. 

^Questions of C. Weldons, M r Whitakers, and M r Hansbie's 
men — vide. 

t Of Vignerons Silkworm -men and dressers of flax — vide. 

To S r Edwin Sandys. 

* Vignerons — i. c, vine-dressers. 



